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Hello Again, 
We are at the end of another year, and as is so often is in agriculture, things have been far 
from what we envision as normal.  The record high temperatures, with extended drought, 
caused some issues with most ag producers. However, grain sorghum and corn yields were 
exceptionally good, maybe the best yields recorded for the county as a whole.  Cotton on 
the other hand, took a hit and in a large portion of the county yields were well below 
average.  Livestock and ranchers in general had a rough summer also but as of now things 
have gotten better and most livestock are finding quality forage to consume. There has 
been some hay baled and some being baled, but hay supplies will continue to be tight 
through the winter.  Hopefully we have a mild winter and some moisture and don’t need a 
lot of hay, but that is yet to be determined.  There is a lot of equipment running across the 
area, getting fertilizer out and fields ready for 2024. 

The annual Field Crop Symposium, hosted by Nueces and San Patricio County AgriLife 
Extension, is scheduled for January 4, 2024 at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center, 10345 Hwy 44 in Corpus.  We expect to offer 5 TDA CEU’s and 5 
CCA CEU’s. 

I am also looking forward to hosting an Edible Container Gardening Workshop on 
February 28, 2024 at the San Patricio County Fairgrounds Civic Center in Sinton.  Dr. 
Monte Nesbitt, Extension Horticulture Specialist, College Station and Paul Winski, 
Extension Program Specialist will be on hand for the presentations.  Dr. Nesbitt will 
discuss various plants and plant care and Mr. Winski will talk about, soil, design, and 
management. If you or anyone you know is interested in attending please call 361-587-
3400 and let us know so as we begin registration and promotion we don’t miss you.  There 
will be more information available as we get closer to the workshop. 

I have also included the results from the 2023 Cotton RACE Trial along with the Row 
Spacing Comparison results.  We are planning to look at row spacing in cotton again in 
2024 and hopefully get some good yield data also.  I would also like to thank Rieder 
Farms, Barrett Farms and Setliff Farms for their management and resources of these trials 
along with ArgiLife Research. 

Please take note of the Agricultural Pesticide Waste Collection on January 31, 2024 in 
Robstown.  This is a great opportunity to be able to dispose of un-wanted chemicals.  On 
the included flyer there is a list of what and will not be accepted.  Please call if you have 
any questions. 

Finally, I have included a fact sheet on poinsettias.  Many receive or purchase these plants 
this time of the year, but the poinsettia will continue to grow and remain healthy if cared 
for properly for a long time. 

As I usually conclude this time of the year I hope you get to spend time with family, eat 
some great food, get a nap or two, and enjoy Christmas. 

Till Next Time 
Merry Christmas! 

 

So often in Agriculture, there is not a simple answer to a simple question. 
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Caring for Poinsettias at Home 
Prepared by: Dr. Kevin Ong (Dallas) & Dr. Karl Steddom (Overton), Asst. Professor & Extension Urban Plant Pathologist 

Did you know that the Poinsettia is a native plant of Mexico?  The Aztecs used to 
cultivate these plants for their brilliant colors.  During the Christmas season, we 
see lots of poinsettias in the lab. Here are some tips to care for your poinsettia 
to keep them looking good and to avoid some of the common diseases that affect 
them. 

COMMON DISEASES: 
Pythium root rot is a common pathogen of Poinsettias. The pathogen attacks the 
roots of the poinsettia, causing them to change from a  clean white to brown and 
mushy. When the poinsettias are sold, they are typically placed in a protective 
sleeve to prevent damage during shipping. These sleeves do not have drainage 
holes in the bottom. When water is allowed to stand in this sleeve, it encourages 
root rot from this pathogen. As the roots are destroyed, the plant will begin 
yellowing and dropping leaves.  So remove the sleeves as soon as you get home!  
There are also several diseases that show up as spots or blotches on the leaves of 
poinsettias, typically on the lower (green) leaves. Many times, these are due to 
improper watering and stressing the plant. Removing the leaves and properly 
caring for your poinsettia will usually reduce the disease.  However, prevention is 
always better than cure. 

Here are some tips for reducing environmental stress on your poinsettia: 

 Do NOT expose to cold or hot drafts. Poinsettias does best at 60-70 °F. If these 
plants get too cold, they can turn yellow and drop leaves rapidly. 

 Do NOT drown poinsettia. Water only when the soil feels dry to the touch.  
Overwatering will encourage diseases. 

 Do NOT fertilize when in bloom. This will help to maintain the bright colors 
through the Christmas season.  DO fertilize after the season if you wish to keep 
the plant growing. 

For more information on the history and diseases of poinsettias, check out this 
feature from the American Phytopathological Society at 
http://www.apsnet.org/online/feature/xmasflower/ 
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So often in Agriculture, there is not a simple answer to a simple question. 

Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-587-3400 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 587-3400  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


